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SUMMARY: THE FRG AMBASSADOR IN KAMPALA STRONGLY URGES 
THE US TO REOPEN ITS EMBASSY IN KAMPALA TO COUNTER 
GROWING RUSSIAN INFLUENCE. HE SAID THAT AMIN WANTS 
AMERICAN DIPLOMATS BACK IN UGANDA AND THAT THEY 
WOULD BE SAFE. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY OFFICERS MET WITH DANNENBRING OF THE 
FOREIGN MINISTRY AND THE FRG AMBASSADOR TO UGANDA, 

ELLER KMANN. TO TRANSMIT DEPARTMENT'S REPORTING LIST 
(REF A) AND TO REQUEST THE GERMANS TO INFORM UGANDAN 
OFFICIALS THAT DEPARTMENT BELIEVES UGANDA WILL BE 
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ELIGIBLE FOR GSP IN 1976 (REF B). 
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2. AMBASSADOR ELLERKMANN STRONGLY URGED THAT THE US 
REESTABLISH AT LEAST A MINIMAL PRESENCE IN UGANDA. HE 
ARGUED THAT ONLY THE US CAN COUNTERACT GROWING 
RUSSIAN ACTIVITY IN UGANDA WHERE THE SOVIETS HAVE 
APPROXIMATELY 30 DIPLOMATS AND 300 MILITARY ADVISORS. 

IN HIS OPINION, THE RUSSIANS HAVE NO AFFECTION FOR AMIN 
OR UGANDA. BUT THEY ARE EXTREMELY INTERESTED 

IN THE PORT OF MBOSSA AND IN EAST AFRICA GENERALLY 
BECAUSE OF THEIR STRATEGIC INTERESTS IN THE INDIAN 
OCEAN. THEY ARE ALSO PREPARING FOR THE DAY WHEN 
KENYATTA NO LONGER RUNS KENYA. A SECOND REASON FOR 
AMERICAN PRESENCE IS THAT AMIN WANTS THE US BACK 
BECAUSE HE NEEDS AMERICAN TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE 
AFTER HAVING EXPELLED THE ASIANS AND MANY QUALIFIED 
AFRICANS. HE IS ALSO UNEASY ABOUT RELYING COMPLETELY 
ON THE USSR. 

3. ELLERKMANN SAID THAT THE PRC IS VERY ACTIVE IN 
UGANDA. ITS 30-40 TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS WHO ARE 
TEACHING THE UGANDANS RICE FARMING ARE VERY SUCCESSFUL. 
THE NORTH AND SOUTH KOREANS WHO ARE IN UGANDA. MAINLY 
TO BUILD SUPPORT FOR THEIR RESPECTIVE COUNTRIES IN THE 
UN, SPEND A LOT OF TIME PLAYING ONE-UPMANSHIP WITH ONE 
ANOTHER. 

4. EMBASSY OFFICIAL SAID THAT WE SEE NO SIGN THAT AMIN 
HAD CHANGED, AND WE DO NOT WANT TO GIVE HIM THE 
CHANCE TO BLACKMAIL US BY AGAIN HARRASSING US PERSONNEL. 

5. ELLERKMANN REPLIED THAT ALTHOUGH "RULE OF LAW" DOES 
NOT EXIST IN UGANDA AND THAT UGANDANS HAVE NO 
PROTECTION FROM AMIN'S CAPRICE, AMERICAN AND EUROPEANS 
ARE SAFE (ELLERKMANN LEFT HIS FAMILY IN KAMPALA WHILE 
VISITING THE FRG). 

6. COMMENTING ON AMIN, ELLERKMANN FOUND WESTERN PRESS 
REPORTING ON THE DICTATOR TO BE INADEQUATE. AMIN IS 
UNPREDICTABLE, BUT HE IS NOT INSANE OR STUPID. 

AND HE SHOULD BE TAKEN SERIOUSLY. 
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7. ELLERKMANN THOUGHT THAT AMIN WOULD PROBABLY REMAIN 
IN CONTROL FOR THE FORESEEABLE FUTURE. MANY UGANDANS 
APPROVE HIS EXPULSION OF THE ASIANS. EVEN IN THE 
DENNIS HILLS AFFAIR, SOME TAKE THE POSITION THAT AMIN 
GOT WHAT HE WANTED, A VISIT BY CALLAGHAN TO AFRICA. 

MORE IMPORTANTLY HE HAS KILLED, EXPELLED, JAILED OR 
FRIGHTENED AWAY ALL OF HIS OPPONENTS. THOSE WHO REMAIN 
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WHO MIGHT OPPOSE HIM INCLUDE SOME STUDENTS AT MAKERERE 
UNIVERSITY AND POSSIBLY SOME ARMY OFFICERS, BUT THEY 
ARE TOO FRIGHTENED TO DO ANYTHING. HOWEVER, AMIN, AN 
APPARENTLY SINCERE MOSLEM, MAY BE AT ,1 .TEN ATTNG SOME 
UGANDANS BY PUSHING ISLAM TOO HARD AND BY PREFERENTIAL 
TREATMENT FOR MEMBERS OF HIS OWN TRIBE. 

HILLENBRAND. 
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